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* MILESTONES:
| “J It has been just over a year since the pandemic hit home for all of us, and
thankfully things seem to be opening up. Most of our dedicated WLT
volunteers and staff have been vaccinated, and state restrictions are easing,
allowing WLT's programming to pick up steam. We have also been busy
i building bridges, clearing trails, and monitoring our properties. As we move
h ‘ from crisis management to the hopeful return to life as we knew it before
“B8 2020, | have been thinking a lot about our “why.”

Jennifer Brinton
Susan Capalbo
Polly Chorlton
Eric Fiske

Lyman Goff
Allen Leadbetter

If COVID taught us anything, it was that slowing down was okay. At the beginning, | found
myself frazzled by the stillness, unsure of what to do without a stacked appointment schedule or
jam-packed social calendar. Our pets actually thrived in this strange state of pause, and for my
husband Jay and me, our dog Sully was our why—his world only got better while we were

Gail Mallard hunkered down at home, our little pack of three. The frenetic pace which was once normal
Bill McKendree slowed to a halt. We discovered new places to walk and hike, and made new friends, both
Joseph Miceli human and canine, who had the same idea.

Lawrence Orlando Over the past year, many of you may have discovered nature for the first time and felt a similar

Richard Panciera feeling of mystification at being thrust into this seemingly new world. Maybe you found your why
Gene Renz on WLT trails, whether it be a favorite scenic view, a stream your kids or dogs like to splash
Jeffrey Walker around in, or just the still, pristine serenity of the middle of the woods. Nature represents

My €, Gty [, Blfccioy Baiis something different for all of us, but provides a constant, enriching benefit regardless of the why.

We lost our beloved Sully in April, and even now are grappling
with grief. My walks feel very different now, but | find solace in
their regularity. The outdoors remains relatively unchanged, and

STAFF our trails and preserves remain a respite and sanctuary, teeming
Jennifer Fusco, with new life and new beginnings. | encourage you to get out
Executive Director there, explore, find your own why, make your own memories, and
Erika Lebling, know that the natural world heals what ails us. No matter how
Donor Relations Manager you are feeling one year later, no matter what you are going

through, | hope you can find peace and joy on our preserves.

Joseph Barnes,

Community Engagement/ Youth
Education Coordinator

Colleen Sullivan,

Bookkeeper

Jennifer Fusco,
Executive Director

GOODBYE, MEG

In January the Westerly Land Trust
said goodbye to Conservation
Programs Manager Meg Lee. WLT
will miss Meg greatly, as she was a
ball of energy, eager to lead hikes
and share her knowledge about
the natural world. Meg was
instrumental in developing our
education program and made
many connections with local

WELCOME BACK TO THE
BOARD, BILL MCKENDREE

We are excited to announce

that Bill McKendree has \
rejoined the Westerly Land

Trust Board of Directors. As

Founding Partner of the -
Clarion Group, Bill is well-

versed in developing

organizational strategies and

will be a creative asset to }r

schools and partner organizations. WLT. He and his wife Kathy ¥ b

She managed the Farmers Market, were instrumental in WLT's 4

helped organize events, and worked right alongside CCC during their first land acquisition, / ]
Tuesday morning land stewardship projects. Meg is working towards Avondale Farm Preserve, and [ - 1

her masters degree in Environmental Studies as she takes on a new they have been Farm Dinner committee members since the inception
role as Senior Environmental Analyst in Upstate New York. She is of our signature event. Welcome back, Billl

taking advantage of her new terrain, rock climbing and hiking with her
dogs, Kaia and Oakley (and her husband, Chris). We will be following
Meg’s journey and she will be following ours too!
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REMEMBERING:

TOM AND MARGUERITE MOORE

The Westerly Land Trust lost two dearly
loved family members recently, Tom Moore,
and his wife Marguerite. Much like the
textiles manufactured at their family
business, the Moore Company, Tom and
Marguerite were part of the very fabric of
WLT. They are survived by seven children.

We are grateful for having known this
exemplary couple, and for having Tom’s
expertise and guidance through the years.
He was a brilliant man, a leader by
example. The other members of the CCC
rallied around Tom whenever he arrived,
hoping to glean a little more of his
knowledge and insight with each week. Not only that, Tom was the best dressed CCC
member (no doubt with a little help from Marguerite) donning pressed khakis and a
collared shirt out on the trails.

As we said goodbye to Tom and Marguerite, we were making decisions on some of the
landscaping needs at WLT's new home at the Barlow Nature Preserve. To welcome visitors
to the Barlow property, we planted one of Tom’s favorite tulip trees in the front yard,
along with 96 bulbs at its base, one for each year of his long life. The blooms of crocus
and daffodil have emerged this spring, a memento of Tom’s indelible mark on our lives.

BUILDING BRIDGES

Westerly Land Trust's Coffee and Clearing Club (CCC) has been hard at work building
bridges on our preserves with of goal of increasing accessibility to these beautiful pieces
of land. With wooded wetlands, streams, and ponds, some of our preserves can be
soggy and unsteady in parts, but thanks to the ingenuity of our volunteers, the bridges
will render stable footing and dry hiking boots. Wahaneeta and Grills Preserves have been
the recent focus, and WLT is grateful to the Town of Westerly for the large donation of
wood that made possible the construction of these bridges and many more.

If you would like information about volunteer opportunities, please contact us at 401-
315-2610 or info@westerlylandtrust.org

UNDER THE LIGHT
OF THE MOON

On February 26, an adventurous group braved
the cold and dark to hike Grills Preserve under
the full moon. Donned in hats, gloves,
headlamps and face masks, the hikers were
treated to hot homemade soups prepared by
hike leader and Board Secretary Donna
Anderson. Then they all made their way into the
woods to catch a glimpse of Grills after dark. As
much as the property is loved in broad daylight,
it really comes alive at night, especially when
illuminated by a full moon. Hikers listened for
owl hoots and other audible evidence that life
was active all around them.

This hike was part of WLT's monthly hike series.
For more information on future themed hikes,
visit westerlylandtrust.org.
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THANKS to our 2020 SUPPORTERS

FOUNDATIONS
AND INDIVIDUALS

$10,000 AND ABOVE

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE

The Bafflin Foundation

Sheilia and Tom Beattie

Fidelity Charitable Trust

Linda Griffin

Gale and Terry Hunt

Fred Kampfe+

The Forrest C. and Francis H.
Lattner Foundation

The New York Community Trust

Leslie and Tom Kellogg

ParsonsKellogg

Rhode Island Commerce

The Rhode Island Foundation

The Roddy-Holden Charitable
Foundation

Deborah and Chuck Royce

Southeastern New England
Educational and Charitable
Foundation

Lise Strickler and Mark Gallogly

$5,000 TO $9,999
PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
Ashaway Charitable Trust
Emma Clyde Hodge
Memorial Fund/ Anne Earle
Halvorson Family Fund/ Donnie
and Mike Halvorson
Pam Heller
Russell and Carey Jeffrey Family
Foundation
Karin McCormick
Marguerite and Tom Moore
Nancy and Tom Wall IV
Washington Trust Charitable
Foundation
Debbie and Bruce Yarde

$2,500 TO $4,999
PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
Jen and Alan Brinton
Norma Terris and Albert D.
Firestone Foundation
Jennifer and Jay Fusco
Olga and Lyman Goff
Goldman Sachs Philanthropy Fund
Joan and Gerry Gorman
Ardis and Dick Holliday
Barbara and Allen Leadbetter
Kathy and Bill McKendree
McQuade’s Marketplace
Joyce and Richard Panciera

Pfizer Foundation
United Way of Rhode Island
Nina and Bill Weil

$1,000 TO $2,499

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE

Carol Amedeo

Donna Anderson

Appleby Charitable Lead Trust/
Stephanie Raia and Peter
Appleby

Lisa Barnes

Debra Brendel and Joe Miceli

Donna and Frank Celico

Polly Chorlton and Steve
Schonning

Julie and John Coduri

Carter and Bruce Conway

Jamie and Michael Costello

Carol and Les Crandall

KC Crandall and Kate Corbett

Jim Crowley

Jeanne and Harvey DeMovick

Alexandra and Paul Dewey

Marsha and Eric Fiske

Mojie Friel and Nicholas Stahl

The Fuller Family Charitable Trust/
Deborah and John Fuller

Chris and Bardes Haase

Debra and John Hanley

Kathleen and Reha Kocatas

Jean and Brad Kopp

Deborah and Peter Lamm

Margah and Tom Lips

Charles Long

Louis Foundation/ Katherine
Metcalfe and Langdon
Wheeler

Mary Lou Mangano

Camilla and Hunter Marvel

Louise Mauran

Lisa McGinley

Susie and Josh Metz

Alexandra Moore and Carter
Holliday

John Moore

Rick Newton

Daisy and Hans Oppelt

Ann and Hollis Petersen

Sylvia Picard-Schmitt and John
Schmitt

Ellen and Fred Prelle

Mary Prettyman

Ba and David Prigmore

Susan and Gene Renz

Sharon and Steve Rowley
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Deb & Scott Harold and Anna Maria & John Streips

Maggie and Steve Ruzzo

Schwab Charitable Fund

Jill and Nick Scola

Cynthia and Thomas Sculco

Barbara Seith

Deborah and Samuel Shaw

Karla and Brad Stuebing

Jane and Bob Taylor

Vanguard Charitable Endowment

Scott Wakeman

Sue and Frank Wesley

Marilyn and Bill White

Williamsburg Community
Foundation

Mary and William Wolf

Christi and Nicholas Wood

$500 TO $999

Talley and Rob Ackerman

Bobbie and Fred Allardyce

Bank of America Charitable
Gift Fund

Michelle and Alex Bea

Diane Brink

Robert Chodock

Jodie and John Clark

Paul Cofoni

Judith Colucci

Deni Cox Catullo

The Robert Cummings Family
Foundation/ Alexandra
Cummings and
Howard Haronian

Virginia and John Currie
Heather and Bob Davis
Deb and Len Edwards
Megan Flanigan

Suzanne and David Francis
Pamela and John Gentile
Genworth Foundation
Ann Gray and James Royle
Ashley Griffin and Anthony Vitale
Jacqueline Haggerty

Tobin Heminway

Jeffery Hires

Meg and Jonathan Kelly
Nancy and Bob Kiel

Mark Koswaski

Sue and Bill Lester

Peter Lewiss

Robert Liguori

Ellen Madison

Gail Mallard

Joan and Paul Meyer
Warren and Billy Miller

Liz and Clement Moore I
The Moore Company
Michael Murry

Deirdre O’Connor

Sue and Pete Ogle

Phillips 66

Lisa Pyne

Lynne Randall and Tom Malone
David Rathbun

Gayle and Howard Rothman
Marilyn and Stanley Russell

“To Maggie and me, the WLT is an amazing group of people,
both professional staff and volunteers, that works tirelessly and
with little fanfare, to preserve and protect natural, open space in
Westerly; and to make this land accessible for anyone to enjoy.
For us, supporting the WLT is simply doing our small part to
help support these efforts that will provide future generations the

opportunity to experience the natural beauty of Westerly.
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~ Steve Ruzzo



THANKS to our 2020 SUPPORTERS

“During the past 16 months it has become very clear of the value of our local
conservation organizations like Westerly Land Trust. While state and federal open
space areas closed for a period of time, local properties owned and managed by land
trusts stayed open, providing residents areas to escape their lockdowns. Land trust
staff pivoted education programs to virtual learning. I happily contribute financially
to support these efforts.”

Laura Ruzzo Reale and Bryan Reale
Elizabeth and Tom Santoro

Hilary Steinman

John Taylor

Nancy Taylor

Laura and Gerry Tobin

Nancy and Gunars Vinkels

Heather and Anthony Viteritto
Carolyn and Edward White

Brooke Whittemore

$250 TO $499

Mary Rose Arseneault
Avondale Homeowners Association
Pamela Barnes

Deborah and David Bell
Julia and Charles Bradford
Janet Burke

Susan Capalbo

Bonnie Conroy

Chuck Delamater

Florence and Peter DeRose
Cornelia Dickinson
Cynthia and Charles Doocy
Joyce Duerr

Sarah and John Duffy

Ann and Jon Ericson
Eileen Goldgeier

Julie and Antonio Gooding
Mary and Toby Goodman
Arlene Hawkins

Phyllis and Bill Horne

o b
Debra and John Hanley

~ Rick Newton

Mary and Bob Hyde

Eti Katoni and Richard Thompson
Laura Kline and Michael Lazarus
Angel and Ken La Vine Jr.

Anne and Tom Liguori Jr.

Jane and Frank Lionelli

Susie and John Mackay

Joyce MaclLean

Theodore Marzilli

Kathleen Meyer

Carol and Chuck Miller

Liza Moore and Arnold MacDonald
Ruth and Stephen Morgan

Emily and Marshall Mugge
Margaretta and Jack Noonan
Susan and Tom O’Connor Jr.
Russ O'Haver

Dianne and Larry Orlando
Katherine and Mitch Overbye
Mabel and John Payne Jr.

Jane Perry and Joe Paliotta
Christian Peterson

Prudence and John Regan

Kirk Reynolds and Richard Green
RJ Russo Excavating

Leslie Ryan and Laurel Ennis
South County Tourism Council, Inc.
Stephen P. Osella Plumbing
Bette Steward

Anna Maria and John Streips
Kristen and John Sweeney
Jenny and lan Sykes

Kate and John Townsend

Liem Tran and George Lillie
Janice Tunney

Ernie Vetelino Jr.

Watch Hill Conservancy

Karen West-Federico

Elizabeth and Harold White

2020 CORPORATE SPONSORS

PRESENTING SPONSOR
ParsonsKellogg

EVERGREEN

Grey Sail Brewing Company
Starkweather & Shepley Insurance, Inc.
Westerly Community Credit Union

EAGLE

Cornerstone Self Storage, Inc.
Cherenzia & Associates, Ltd.
Olga B. Goff Real Estate
Sage Environmental
Schonning Insurance Agency
The Wine Store

HERON

Anchor Insulation

Brookside Electric

Dick’s World of Wines

Ginger’s Service Station

Louis Panciera, Inc.

Miceli’s Furniture

North American Snow and Ice Solutions, Inc.
Valenti Family of Dealerships

BLUEBIRD

The Andrea Seaside Restaurant and Beach Bar
Broadview Garden Center & Florist
Cahill and Co.

Dunns Corners Market

EZ Waste Systems, Inc.

First Financial Advisory Services
The Hotel Maria

JRV Woodworks

Premier Physical Therapy

Printing Plus

RE/Max South County

Schilke Realty

Stanton Realty

“In a time when the world has changed so much and we are being forced to be flexible

and adapt, our natural environment remains a constant for us; a place where we can

find calming force and serene beauty. It helps me breathe and take in all the goodness
that we are blessed with.”

~ Susan Brodie

+ Bequest This list represents donors of $250 or more in calendar year 2020. We've made every effort to ensure the correct listing
of each donor and gift, but please notify us of any corrections or omissions.
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LIVING LABORATORIES

Since 2016 the Westerly Land Trust has prioritized environmental
education as a critical objective. By connecting students to the
natural world at a young age, we aim to inspire the next
generation of environmentalists.

In 2020 when Rhode Island began recommending outside
venues over inside ones, the Westerly Land Trust was already
poised to fit the new needs of our community. We sprang into
action, building upon our existing educational groundwork to
create environmental and science-based curriculum and
programming hosted outdoors and designed for the rising
number of homeschool and distance learning families. In a
serendipitous twist, the Westerly Land Trust had engaged for the first
time with TerraCorps, a faction of AmeriCorps, to employ a full time
TerraCorps member thanks to the generosity of General William Mayer
Foundation. Joseph Barnes was hired as the Youth Education/
Community Engagement Coordinator and went straight to work
tailoring our content for parents who suddenly found themselves in
teaching roles and for kids who were overburdened by screen time and
feeling the stress of isolation.

And so was created Living Laboratories, five weeks of homeschool and
distance learning programming for grades K-8, taught in person by a
qualified staff member on three Westerly Land Trust properties, Grills
Preserve, Wahaneeta Preserve, and Barlow Nature Preserve. It was
especially rewarding to see students on the Barlow property, as the Land
Trust and the Barlow farmers alike have put so much recent effort into
realizing the land’s full potential as a community resource. Throughout
the Living Laboratories pilot program in October, group sizes were kept
small, temperatures were checked, and masks were worn, but the kids
were with their peers, learning on and from the land! The response was

overwhelming, so we
conducted an abbreviated one
week Living Laboratories class
for Winter Break in February
2021 and continued the full
program this Spring. We also
introduced a spin-off, Living
Laboratories: Stations, which
invites parents and caregivers
to accompany the students out
on the land in more of a self-
directed learning structure.

Additionally, we created downloadable lesson plans that can be accessed
anywhere and used on any natural property. To date these plans have
been downloaded predominately in Rhode Island, but also Connecticut,
Maine, Massachusetts, New York and Georgia.

Thank you to the Westerly Land Trust supporters who made these
programs possible. To enroll your students in Living Laboratories, please
visit westerlylandtrust.org.

VOICES OF THE LAND: CONSERVATION CONVERSATIONS

When Joseph Barnes joined the Westerly Land Trust as Youth Education/
Community Engagement Coordinator, he brainstormed novel ways to F
broaden Westerly Land Trust's reach while staying safe and socially

FLIE IS
T ey

™

P

distanced. Joe has a self-admitted obsession with podcasts ranging in =

topic from superpowered characters to myths and legends to

environmentally focused news. He thought this type of media would be a VDI?ES OF
THE LAND

great way to spread the word about the Land Trust’s beneficial mission
and the value of conserving land. And so, Voices of the Land was born.

Co-hosted by Joe and Donor Relations Manager Erika Lebling, Voices of
the Land features local environmental heroes who work in farming,
education and outreach, and research. The podcast tells a rolling story
that explains the “why" of land conservation from all angles and
perspectives, emphasizing the importance of open space, the rich
biodiversity and ecological services in Rhode Island, and why land
management and conservation is necessary.

A WESTERLY LAND TRUST PROPLRTY

New episodes are released on the last Friday of every month throughout
2021. You can find the show anywhere you stream music or directly from
our website under the “Learn About Us” tab. Happy listening!

RIDEM's Mary Gannon was featured in Episode 5
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VOLUNTEER CORNER:
SARA RACHLIN KEARNEY

Sara’s love of nature began right here in Westerly, where she '
grew up spending her time playing in Wilcox Park and her i =
summers at Camp Watchaug. She attended the Fashion Institute -
of Technology in New York City, lived there for twenty years and
founded StyleAid, a full-service independent personal styling
company. Her passion is helping her clients discover new
designers and learn how to curate their own personal style in a
fun, unpretentious, no-pressure environment. She moved back to
Westerly in March 2020 with her husband, Tommy, and
daughters Dorothy and Jane.

. Sara at Lake Tahoe

Sara joined CCC in fall of 2020. Her favorite part is working alongside the other volunteers.
“They are all so knowledgeable and passionate about their work with the Land Trust. | learn
something new every week and am most certainly receiving more than I’'m giving.” She says
working outside feeds her soul. The biggest surprise has been how much fun she has had
moving rocks and digging holes with projects like stacking cairns and building fences around
historic cemeteries. Sara looks forward to her continued time at WLT and the skills she will
continue to learn. “Perhaps operating the chain saw is in my future,” she remarks.

Thank you, Sara, for your hard work and dedication with your upbeat attitude and generosity.
We appreciate your help!

HAPPY EARTH DAY T YO'

To honor the 51st anniversary of Earth Day, WLT planned a full week of environmentally themed
events beginning with a hike at Crandall Family Preserve. How better to celebrate nature than by
being immersed in it? On Monday, WLT friends and supporters rallied together with seven other
like-minded organizations across South County for simultaneous trash pick-ups, then were
treated to a tasty brew by Grey Sail Brewing Company. The events continued throughout the
week with a virtual Earth Day Story Slam, Barlow Nature Preserve farm tours, Living Laboratories:
Stations at Grills Preserve, and a hike at Wahaneeta Preserve. On Thursday the Land Trust
partnered with Westerly Library and Wilcox Park for a panel discussion featuring local
environmental heroes from Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management, Save the
Bay and Frontier Farm. The panelists engaged in a titillating conversation about all the ways they
partner with and protect the planet.

We at the Westerly Land Trust are very proud of the role we play in the ra ™
betterment of our natural environment and seeing our community
participating and being energized by events like these is a great honor.

TRAILS APP

Get all WLT trail maps with GPS tracking and interactive maps, a calendar
of WLT events, property photos, passport program, live updates of weather
and recently spotted wildlife, and more all at your fingertips! Visit your app
store and search “Westerly Land Trust” or go to WesterlyLandTrust.app.
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EVERGREEN SPONSORS

STARKWEATHER & SHEPLEY

Westerly
Commumty
Credit Union

EAGLE SPONSORS

E OB

OLGA B. GOFF REAL ESTATE
&ASGOCIATEQ LTD

.CGRNERSTGNE
SELF STORAGE

Insurance Agency

SCHONNING

URSO|LIGUORI|MICKLICH
HERON SPONSORS
Anchor Insulation
Brookside Electric
Dick’s World of Wines
Ginger’s Service Station
Miceli‘s Furniture
North American Property Solutions
Sage Environmental
Valenti Family of Dealerships
The Wine Store

BLUEBIRD SPONSORS

The Andrea Seaside Restaurant
and Beach Bar

BarreCoast
Broadview Garden Center & Florist
Dunns Corners Market
EZ Waste Systems
First Financial Advisory Services
Gray Goose Cookery
The Hotel Maria
JRV Woodworks
McQuade’s Ace Hardware
Premier Physical Therapy
Printing Plus
RE/MAX South County
Schilke Realty
Stanton Realty
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS

We are so close to returning to “normal,” but we should not let our guard down yet. We will continue to adhere to quidelines
set by the State of Rhode Island. Please check our website for up-to-date event information at westerlylandtrust.org.
We look forward to seeing you face to face again soon!

Westerly Farmers Market The Westerly Farmers Market will run on Thursdays from 10am-1pm beginning June 17th through
September 16th at 85 Main Street in Downtown Westerly. Come shop for healthy and tasty locally
sourced foods including fruits, vegetables, herbs, seafood, meat, and eggs.

Themed All Ages Hikes Themed all-ages guided hikes will take place one Sunday per month. The hikes are free for members
and $10 per person for non-members and all details can be found at westerlylandtrust.org.

Thursday Hikes/Paddles Regular guided hikes run Thursdays at 10am through June and then switch to paddles. Check
westerlylandtrust.org or the Trails App for details. If you are interested in becoming a hike leader,
please call 401-315-2610 or email info@westerlylandtrust.org.

Passport Program If you're up for a challenge, register for the Westerly Land Trust Passport Program through our
Trails App. Then find and scan all 24 QR codes scattered throughout our hiking trails. By doing so,
you will join an elite group of hikers who have competed the program and you'll win a special WLT
t-shirt to boot!

Photo Contest We loved seeing all the images you captured for the 2020 photo contest, so we're doing it again!
Send your favorite flora and fauna shots taken on Westerly Land Trust properties to Erika at
elebling@westerlylandtrust.org by October 1. Twelve winners will be selected to appear in the 2022
Westerly Land Trust Calendar.

11th Annual Farm Dinner We were so hopeful that we'd be able to sit at our long table in the field this summer, but out of an

Coming Soon! abundance of caution (and because we wouldn’t have a feasible rain plan), we'll have to wait one
more year. Nonetheless, 2020’s Farm Dinner was so special in a different way, and we hope we can
recreate that magic! So work on your guest list and start planning your table now: we’ll deliver
delicious locally sourced meals to your small party at home! More info to come.



