
A Sense of Place
SPRING 2024

AVONDALE FARM PRESERVE



2            T H E  W E S T E R LY  L A N D  T R U S T  •  S P R I N G  2 0 2 4

 

MILESTONES: 

Amidst life’s toughest moments, when grief threatens to 

overwhelm, there exists a profound opportunity to find sanctuary 

in unexpected places. Never has this been more evident to me 

than this year, after losing my mom, my anchor to the world. As 

I grapple with grief, trying to reason my way through feelings of 

unimagined loss, Nature sends gentle reminders of renewal and 

resilience. I see signs of my mom everywhere and feel her 

presence especially in the rare times I find myself alone, outdoors. Here in the quiet stillness, I 

receive an invitation to surrender to the rawness of grief but also to the emerging feelings of 

interconnectedness. For me there is peace in the vision that we are all a part of a vibrant, vast, 

and intricate tapestry. 

Witnessing the pure joy and curiosity of children as they explore the wonders of nature 

through our land trust programs is incredibly uplifting. Their unbridled enthusiasm for the 

world around them reminds us of the magic that exists in everyday moments. Whether it’s the 

fascination with an insect, the delight in dip netting in a stream, or the laughter that erupts 

from trailing butterflies, children have a remarkable ability to infuse joy and hope into our lives 

through their connection with nature.

I aspire to honor my mom’s memory by embracing her zest for life and cherishing her childlike 

curiosity, humor, and spunk. And in the process, I know I will rediscover the capacity for 

boundless joy and unwavering hope as this tapestry of life unfolds.

 
        Jennifer Fusco,

          Executive Director
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Jennifer Fusco,
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Lauren Barber
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

DAVID HANNON
David Hannon spent his entire career in the 

world of education. With a lifelong love of 

history, he earned a B.A. from Bates College 

with concentrations in American and 

European history, and an M.A. in Russian/

Soviet history from American University. He 

taught at Fay School and The Hill School and 

recently enjoyed a return to the classroom to 

teach on the life of Joseph Stalin for five days at The Williams School. 

In 1995, David was named director of development at Pine Point School 

where he served for 26 years. He is particularly proud of his efforts with 

the endowment, building it from $150,000 to $6.5 million.

Since 1995, David and his wife, Jane, have called Westerly home. It’s 

where they raised their two daughters. For years, one of their favorite 

walks was with their dog Scout at Avondale Farm Preserve. Three 

months into his retirement, he joined CCC, and he finds the work to be 

the perfect mix of meaningful activity, time outdoors, and engagement 

with a group of dedicated and interesting individuals. He looks forward 

to the day when he and Jane can take their three granddaughters for 

hikes on the many Westerly Land Trust trails.

STEVEN RUZZO
Steven Ruzzo earned a BA from Providence 

College in 1973 and a decade later earned an 

MBA from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in 

Troy, NY. He put both degrees to good use in 

his time at Electric Boat Corporation, where 

he served as Director of Strategic Planning. 

Among many responsibilities, Steve liaised 

with national and international political and 

military officials, as well as industry representatives, in support of 

marketing, legislative and business objectives.

Upon his retirement in 2011, Steve was invited by his friend Jim 

Crowley to join CCC. In 2016, Steve had to put down the saw and 

shovel to undergo elbow surgery, but he didn’t give up joining the crew 

for their Tuesday morning coffee. He asked Sheilia Beattie, then Board 

President, if she might assign him some administrative work he could 

accomplish with an arm in a sling. Steve has been researching and 

writing the Westerly Land Trust history booklets ever since!

Like many folks in Westerly, Steve and his wife Maggie split their time 

between Rhode Island and Florida, opting for warm sunny days all year 

round.
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Throughout 2023, the Westerly Land Trust board and staff took the time to examine the organization’s mission and goals in a strategic 

planning process which would yield a roadmap to guide our work for the next five years. The Westerly Land Trust exists to serve our 

community, so through this process, many members of our community were surveyed and consulted.  We learned aspects of our programs 

that were most appreciated, things that people believed should have more emphasis, and helpful suggestions for the future.

With this feedback, the Board and staff thoughtfully drafted a plan under the guidance of Emily Boedecker of Momentum Communications, 

LLC. We are happy to share the following pillars of our strategic plan:

A FIVE-YEAR PLAN

nurture
lifelong love of nature
We have an opportunity and a

responsibility to encourage meaningful
connections between people and nature.
We will engage the community through

programs that foster appreciation of
nature, spark imagination, expand
knowledge and create memories.

steward
our lands for future generations
WLT will be an exemplary steward of our land

by further refining our program to care for
current properties and support ongoing

conservation priorities. This includes
implementing sound and sustainable practices,

proper training for staff and volunteers, and
reducing the environmental footprint of our

stewardship activities.

enhance
green space for every

neighborhood
To provide access to nature for
everyone, WLT will continue to

steward our current urban
properties and work to conserve
green spaces in other developed

areas of Westerly.

protect
the lands we cherish

Since 1987, WLT has protected more than
1,700 acres for wildlife habitat, native

biodiversity, water resources, agriculture,
education, and public recreation

 and enjoyment. 

We will hold steadfast to this pillar of
our mission.

Hard copies of the plan will be available upon request and an electronic version will be available on our website.



4            T H E  W E S T E R LY  L A N D  T R U S T  •  S P R I N G  2 0 2 4

2023 AT A GLACE

WLT 2023 REVENUE
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THANKS to our 2023 SUPPORTERS
FOUNDATIONS 
AND INDIVIDUALS

$20,000 AND ABOVE

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE

Billian Family Charitable

   Foundation

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

Forrest and Frances Lattner

   Foundation

Leslie and Tom Kellogg

Lindsey and Tim Mullen

ParsonsKellogg

Rhode Island Foundation

Royce Family Fund

Debbie and Bruce Yarde

$10,000 TO $19,999

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE

General William Mayer

   Foundation

Horace A. Kimball and S. Ella

   Kimball Foundation

Linda Griffin

Sharon Grills-Jackson and Stephen

   Jackson

Karin McCormick

New York Community Trust

Roddy-Holden Charitable

   Foundation

Jill and Fergus Shiel

Southeastern New England

   Educational and Charitable

   Foundation

Lise Strickler and Mark Gallogly

$5,000 TO $9,999

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE

Acorn Hill Foundation

Anonymous

Ashaway Charitable Trust

Joan and Jack Crawford

Anne Earle 

Emma Clyde Hodge Memorial

   Fund

Joan and Gerry Gorman

Halvorson Family Fund/ Donnie

   and Mike Halvorson

Gale and Terry Hunt

J.P. Morgan

Jeffrey Family Foundation

McQuade’s Marketplace

Barbara Seith

Anna and Larus Shields

$2,500 TO $4,999

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE

Rose Marie and Peter Bartol

Sheilia and Tom Beattie

Jen and Alan Brinton

Jennifer and Jay Fusco

Debra and John Hanley

Kathy and Bill McKendree

Norma Terris and Albert D.

   Firestone Foundation

Schwab Charitable Fund

Karla and Brad Stuebing

$1,000 TO $2,499

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE

Talley and Rob Ackerman

Carol Amedeo

Donna Anderson

Bank of America Charitable Gift

   Fund

Lisa Barnes

Debra Brendel and Joe Miceli

Diane Brink

Carly and Matt Callahan

Charities Aid Foundation

Erin and Sergio Cherenzia

Polly Chorlton and Steve

   Schonning

Joan and Joe Coduri

Julie and John Coduri

Karen and Paul Cofoni

Carter and Bruce Conway

KC Crandall and Kate Corbett

Jeanne and Harvey DeMovick, Jr.

Alex and Paul Dewey

Melissa and Craig Donaldson

Ellie and Will Eglin

Mojie Friel and Nick Stahl

Olga and Lyman Goff

Goldman Sachs Philanthropy Fund

Ann Gray and James Royle

Karen Gray

Heidi and Paul Grillo

Susan Heller

Ardis and Dick Holliday

Helen Jankoski

Sara and Tom Kearney

Nancy and Bob Kiel

Jean and Brad Kopp

Deborah and Peter Lamm

Suzanne and Bob Lane

Barbara and Allen Leadbetter

Margah and Tom Lips

Ellen Madison

Martha and Mal Makin

Gail Mallard

Mary Lou Mangano

Camilla and Hunter Marvel

Robin Marvel

Duncan H. and Louise Safe 

Mauran

   Fund at RI Foundation

Kathy Metcalfe and Lang Wheeler

Susie and Josh Metz

Nicole Micklich

Alexandra Moore and Carter

   Holliday

Allison and Nicholas Moore

Liz and Chips Moore, II

Thea Moore

Lisa Moyles and Lise Beaudry

Rick Newton

Sue and Pete Ogle

Daisy and Hans Oppelt

Dianne and Larry Orlando

Mary and James Penrose

Ann and Hollis Petersen

Phillips 66

Arlene and Peter Piacquadio

Ellen and Fred Prelle

Professional Planning Group

Lisa and Robbie Pyne

Lynne Randall and Thomas

   Malone

Judi and Bill Rosensweig

Sharon and Steve Rowley

Maggie and Steve Ruzzo

Alesia Sadosky

Debbie and Sam Shaw

Karen Singer

Estate of George Singer

Kate and Rich Smith

Colleen Sullivan and John Cannon

Jane and Bob Taylor

Christina Tilt

Laura and Gerry Tobin

Kate and John Townsend

Scott Turner

United Way Of Rhode Island

Vanguard Charitable Endowment

Nancy and Gunars Vinkels

Washington Trust Company

Nina and Bill Weil

Steve Weiss

Sue and Frank Wesley

Marilyn and Bill White

Wild and Scenic Stewardship

   Council

Williamsburg Community

   Foundation

Ouidad and Peter Wise

Christi and Nicholas Wood

Wood Pawcatuck Watershed 

   Association

Woodward and Kaufman Dentists/

   Rebecca Woodward and Adam

   Kaufman

$500 TO $999

Bobbie and Fred Allardyce

Melissa and John Bellone

Randy Berner and John Ring

Kathy Bourque

Leslie and Wendell Brown

Sandra Carmichael and John

   Faulise

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Chapin

COFRA Foundation

Judith Colucci

Carol and Les Crandall

Florence and Peter DeRose

Mary and Bruno Di Cecco

Cynthia and Charles Doocy

Susan Dumouchel

Joelle and John Federico

Carol and AJ Fortier

Sandra Gencarella

Mary and Toby Goodman

Ashley Griffin and Anthony Vitale

Justin Gwaltney

2023 Farm Dinner

“It is now hard to drive around town and not see a  

WLT property in your journey. That did not happen  

by accident. Find one, go there, really look around,  

it may be just what you needed in the moment.”   

~  Rebecca Woodward
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THANKS to our 2023 SUPPORTERS
Jane and David Hannon

Pam Heller

Tobin Heminway

Jeffrey Hires

Prue Holton

Karen and Larry Hunter

Meg and Jonathan Kelly

Kathy and Matt Kenyon

Eileen and John Kim

Sharon and Frank Kinney

Laura Kline and Michael Lazarus

Jenna and Chris Koswaski

Mark Koswaski

Cynthia Lafferty

Leslie and Larry Lambrecht

Peter Lewiss

Pam and Gerry Lillis

Jane Lionelli

Lisa and Ed Manlove

Kathy and Ed Marolda

Joan Meyer

Karen Miguel

Freddy Miller Davis

Liza Moore and Arnie MacDonald

Sharon Morgan

Sarah and Michael Murray

Seiji Nakamura

Judith O’Connell

Deirdre O’Connor

Kathy and Mitch Overbye

Sylvia Picard-Schmitt and Jack

   Schmitt

Mary Prettyman

Ba and Dave Prigmore

Susan and Gene Renz

Gayle and Howard Rothman

Leslie Ryan and Laurel Ennis

Cheryl and Tony Spino

Jenny and Ian Sykes

Kristen Ullrich

Elise and Stephen Von Housen

Tara Whelan

Carolyn and Edward White

Liz and Harry White

Brooke Whittemore

$250 TO $499

Audrey and Dan Abrashoff

Hillary Addington and Michael

   Cahill

Mikayla and Neil Anthes

Avondale Homeowners 

Association

David Bannon

Ann Barbara

Jane and Norman Barstow

Landis and Jim Best

Tracy and Leo Boisclair

Julia Bradford and Charles Warner

Sandra Breck and Cameron Kelley

Linda Brenner and Anthony Green

Julia and Andy Buteux

Susan Capalbo

Linda and Drew Casertano

Maria Cerino and Gary Belke

Jacqueline Cherenza and Steve

   Nickse

Marcella and Joshua Clark

Judith Collins

Lisa and Tony Costa

Patti and Steve Crandall

Betsy and John Crosby

CVS Health

Kay and Dick Daniele

Heather and Bob Davis

Chuck Delamater

Sunny and Tony DePasquale

Diane and Denis Duclos

Sarah and John Duffy

Gayle Edgerton and Ted Marzilli

Maureen Fahy

Hillary Federico and Matthew

   Andrew

Jean Fiore and Patrick Keenan

Suzanne and David Francis

Joanne French

Pamela and John Gentile

Eileen Goldgeier

Julie and Antonio Gooding

Margaret and David Gordon

Christy and Jack Greene

Rosa Guido

Monica Hallisey and David Grande

Amy and D.B. Hebb

Phyllis and Bill Horne

Jane and Bob Hottensen

Karyn and Paul Iannaccone

Whitney and Fred Jaccarino

Holly Johnson and Jim Mascolo

Michelle and Charles Jones

Kate and Andy Jones

Maria Kalligeros

Heidi and James Kane

Eti Katoni and Richard Thompson

Mary Jane and Thomas Kearney

Khristine and Leo Lariviere

Judy and Walter Lentz

Kelly and Mitch Levcowich

Bob Liguori

Lisa and Toby Lloyd

Laurie and Al Martino

Kathie and Brian McCuin

Bethany McDow

Tara McGuinness

Jen and Scott Mellen

Emma Migneault and Steve Sweet

Katie and Andrew Mikkelsen

Carol and Chuck Miller

Warren and Billy Miller

Ruth and Stephen Morgan

Jackie and Peter Moxham

Emily and Marshall Mugge

Susan and Tom O’Connor, Jr.

Sheila O’Donnell

Russ O’Haver

Jennifer and Matthew Ostrowski

Mabel and John Payne, Jr.

Progressive Insurance Foundation

Kim Quental and Adam Robitaille

Lorraine and Bill Quirk

Jenna Rizzo

Leslie and Curtiss Roach

Jo and Pete Robinson

Brigid Rooney Hall and John Hall

Corrine and Bob Rossi

Marilyn and Stan Russell

Russell Investments

Laura Ruzzo Reale and Bryan 

Reale

Liz and Tom Santoro

Brett Sherman and Stanton

   Eckstut

Sara Smyth and Roshun Pai

Jan and Jim Smyth

Joyce Stahl

Hilary and Rob Steinman

Stephen P. Osella Plumbing

Bette Steward

Nancy Taylor

Louise Thorson and Harry Gregory

Jean and Ray Tomao

Donna and Anthony Troiano

Ernie Vetelino, Jr.

Elaine and Gerald Visgilio

Julia and Mike Walsh

Karen West-Federico

Heidi Williams and Joseph Lopes

$100 TO $249

Mary and Kevin Adams

Regina Alexander and Mark

   Murphy

Liz Anderson

Eliza Anderson

Annie Aschim and Read

   McKendree

Charlene and James Barnes

Pam Barnes

Tina Barney

Beachcrest Dental, Inc.

Bill Beattie

Deborah and David Bell

Matthew Benoit

Ida and Bob Benson

Hillary and Cilla Bercovici

Bio Tech Pest Controls

Sylvia Blanda and Walter Young

Louisa Bradford

William Bradshaw

Nil Brittan

Dee Dee and Jim Buffum

Jane Buffum

Rosemary Buonocore and Timothy

   Brown

Debbie and Jim Burke

Karolyn and Brian Busconi

Elaine Caldarone

Erin Call and James Frink, Jr.

Tammy and Louis Cappuccio

Susan Carter Morgan

Charter Oak Credit Union

Chelsea Groton Foundation

Tania Clark

Coastal Eye Associates

Ellie and Steven Coffey

Erin and Bill Collins

Community Foundations of the

   Hudson Valley

Karen and Ed Conklin

Sara and Dan Connor

Bonnie Conroy

Betty Jo Cugini and Stephen

   Greene

Ginny and Jack Currie

Susan Dey-Sigman and Mark

   Sigman

Victoria and Daniel Diffin

Rene Dion

“WLT has great talks where I learn more about 

the natural world. It hosts wonderful outings 

where I can enjoy, learn and help preserve 

nature. And its properties are wonderful places 

to spend time with old and new friends who 

care about the same things I care about.”  

~ Freddy Miller Davis
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This list represents donors of $100 or 

more in calendar year 2023. We’ve 

made every effort to ensure the correct 

listing of each donor and gift, but please 

notify us of any corrections or omissions.

2023 CORPORATE 
SPONSORS

PRESENTING SPONSOR 
ParsonsKellogg

PRESENTING SPONSOR 
McQuade’s Marketplace

South County Tourism Council

EVERGREEN 
Grey Sail Brewing Company

Starkweather & Shepley 

  Insurance, Inc.

Westerly Community Credit Union

EAGLE 

Cherenzia & Associates, Ltd.

Gray Goose Cookery

Olga B. Goff Real Estate

Schonning Insurance

Servpro of Washington County

HERON 

Brookside Electric Inc.

The Clarion Group

Dick’s World of Wines

Ginger’s Service Station

JRV Woodworks

Miceli’s Furniture

Printing Plus

Professional Planning Group

Urso, Liguori & Micklich

Valenti Family of Dealerships

BLUEBIRD 

The Andrea Seaside Restaurant 

  and Beach Bar

BarreCoast

Broadview Garden Center & Florist

Dunns Corners Market

First Financial Advisory Services

The Hotel Maria

Premier Physical Therapy

Seaside Pharmacy

Schilke Realty

The Wine Store

Mary and Michael Doherty

Christine D’Onofrio and Marco 

Hernandez

Julie Donovan

Linda Doran and Diane Goldsmith

Jeannine Dougherty

Linda Dupre’

Donna and Randy Dwight

Beth Eckel

Nancy and Terry Elsberry

Mary Fallon

The Noel and Armanda Fund of

   the Community Foundations of

   the Hudson Valley

Cheryl and Richard Ferris

Janice and Bob Fifer

Thomas Fiore

Donald Fiore

Anne Fix and Kevin Bowdler

Frederick Flynn

Nancy Freeman and David Reis

Karen Friend and Bob Segal

Albert Gerheim

Sarah Jane and Trevor Gibbons

Mary and Richard Giudice

The Giving Back Fund

Caroline and Sandy Gordon

Suzanne and Stan Gormley

Eileen Gould and Robert Dwyer

Susan and William Gridley

Karen Hanson and Frank Thacker

Patricia Hartford

Hilary Heminway

Nancy and Chris Houlihan

Doris and Scott Howie

Barbara Hughes and Alan Cohen

Collie and Charles Hutter

Terrie and Bob Irvine

Eileen Johnson

Cathy and Evan Jones

Leslie and Andy Kass

Kellogg and David Mackenzie

Penny and Don Kelly

Carolyn Kennedy

Carole Kramer

Angel and Ken La Vine, Jr.

Paul Laflamme

Julia and Bev Landstreet, IV

Terry Lang

Gail and Bob Lansing

Linda and Roland Lareau

Erika and Tim Lebling

Marion and Franklin Leddy

Margaret and Phillip Leffert

Theresa and Steven Levy

Amanda Lindberg

Brenda and John Linton, Jr.

Erika and Christian Lund

Susie and John Mackay

Karen and Robert Madison

Karen and Nick Manuzzi

Carol and Paul Marsiglio

Stuart and Kirk Materne

Maria and Denis McAuliffe

Cynthia McFadden

Laurie and Bill Meisner

Carolyn and Richard Meisner

Kathy Meyer

Dorinne and Peter Meyer

Leah and Jim Meyer

Liz and Steve Miller

Rebecca Mitchell

Kenneth Mitchell

Laurie and Kevin Murphy

Deborah and George Myers

Elizabeth Nardone and James

   Cherenzia

Lisa and Mark Nelson

Marilyn Newman

Brandy Northcutt and Philip

   Strassburger

Jane Ofarrell and Richard Sherman

Olympia Tea Room

Gary Palmer

Papitto Opportunity Connection

Jane and Walter Pawelkiewicz

Linda and Larry Peduzzi

Lynn and Bob Piola

Gigi Porcelli

Marci Porter

Pucci, Greene & Fusaro, LLC

Bill Quirk

Randall Realtors

Anneliese Ranzoni

Lisa and Jim Rattray

Polly and Robert Ray

Jean and Douglas Rayner

RJ Russo Excavating

Monica Roberto

Marilyn and Steve Schultz

Anne and Fred Sculco

Cynthia and Tom Sculco

Judy and Bob Serra

Sue and Geoff Sewall

Sheri Shamblin and Bruno

   Hancock

Joan and Charles Shea

Jane and Deming Sherman

Jeanie and Robert Simmons

Joanne Sloneker

Elizabeth Smith

Robin Smith

Nancy and John Socha

Ann and Jay Stevenson

Joanne and John Sulima

Anthony Tatulli

Thermo Fisher Scientific

Cameron Thompson

Sharon Tierney

Dane Towell

Leslie Tryon and J. Riley Fowler

Janice Tunney

Valerie Uccellani

Catherine Vagt

Vicki Van Patton

John Viking Supply Company

Jeffrey Vuono

Wakin’ Up Waggin’

Tammy Walsh

Warburg Pincus Foundation

Betty and Jack Waters

Elizabeth Wattles

Patty and Paul West/ West Farm

   Organics

Westerly Track and Athletic Club

Rose Weston

Ronnie and Philo Willetts

Denise Williams

Barbara and Ernie Wright

Joan Yokow

Myrth York and David Green

THANKS to our 2023 SUPPORTERS
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WALDEN BOOK CLUB
As part of our Earth Day celebration, the Westerly Land Trust partnered with 

Westerly Library and Wilcox Park to host a Walden book club. The Library 

generously furnished attendees with fresh copies of the book, and then on a 

rainy morning in late April, we gathered around the fire in the Wahaneeta 

Preserve cabin at to discuss Henry David Thoreau’s life and works. The discussion 

ranged from Thoreau’s life as pencil maker to his interpretation of the word 

“wildness” to the time he spent living at Walden Pond. Following the discussion, 

the group explored the trails of the preserve with Thoreau’s words about nature 

and conservation fresh our their minds.

Thoreau once wrote, “it would be worth the while if in each town there were a 

committee appointed to see that the beauty of the town received no 

detriment.”  We at the Westerly Land Trust are proud to play a role in preserving 

Westerly’s charm and character by protecting open spaces for the enduring 

benefit of our community.

AVONDALE FARM PRESERVE POLLINATOR STUDY
Avondale Farm Preserve is a unique coastal grassland at the head of Colonel Willie Cove on the lower 

Pawcatuck River. Initially cleared for farmland by early European settlers, a mix of hayfields and native 

meadow now roll into tidal marshland -- it is a birding hotspot and boasts significant pollinator 

biodiversity, plus a paved loop and gentle grass trails make it a perfect place for a peaceful stroll. 

Part of Westerly Land Trust’s stewardship mission is to help connect and facilitate environmental 

research on our properties. At Avondale, the Land Trust has facilitated biodiversity research by the 

Pollinator Lab at Providence College and is now excited to be working with the URI Bee Lab studying 

bumble bee nesting habits. PhD-candidate Ren Johnson proposed her artificial nesting box study and, 

with the help of WLT’s CCC, installed over 60 artificial nesting boxes.

Johnson chose Avondale in part because of its recorded bumble bee biodiversity, including 

the rare and declining golden Northern bumble bee (Bombus fervidus). Johnson is 

researching the nesting preferences of queen bumble bees, who emerge from hibernation 

in the leaf layer (reminder to “leave the leaves” when you can!) in early spring and seek 

out a nesting site. Some artificial nest boxes are lured with rodent urine and pheromones, 

as previous studies indicate a preference for nesting in old rodent burrows. The eggs these 

queens lay support the entire summer’s population of bees, so understanding their 

preferences is critical to supporting habitat for these essential native pollinators.

Johnson and others from the URI Bee Lab will be monitoring these sites over the next 3 

seasons, so if you see them out there, say hi and maybe you can tag along! And if you are 

interested in seeing Avondale’s insect biodiversity first-hand, join us for the third annual 

Pollinator Safari on July 10th.
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VOLUNTEER CORNER: ED MAROLDA
Ed Marolda, a Marist College graduate, grew up a boy scout near Poughkeepsie, NY, and spent his 

summers in the woods of the Catskills, so it’s only natural that he navigated towards the Westerly Land 

Trust. He and his wife Kathy moved to Westerly from East Greenwich, RI, following the call of the 

shoreline. As Ed contemplated retiring from his 25-year career with the Mashantucket Pequot Tribal 

Nation, his friend and neighbor, Gene Renz, began planting seeds, so to speak, about joining the CCC, 

the Land Trust’s Tuesday morning volunteer group. In Fall 2021, upon his retirement, Ed did just that.  

“This is my happy place,” Ed said after a full morning of hard work at the Barlow Nature Preserve. 

“There are always opportunities to learn, and volunteering here keeps me physically active.” He added 

that each week he is in awe of “the sheer wealth of talent amongst the volunteers,” noting that the 

group is comprised of health care professionals, educators, businesspeople, engineers, tradesmen, and 

others.

In addition to the regular Tuesday morning spots, Ed takes full advantage of other volunteer 

opportunities, like the runnels project at the Winnapaug Farm Preserve in partnership with Save the Bay 

and last fall’s chainsaw training. But he also enjoys simple tasks like picking up trash during the annual 

property monitoring. He credits this to the motto he learned as a boy scout, leave it cleaner than you 

found it. “Plus,” he adds, “this is when you can really talk to people.”

Ed and Kathy have four grandchildren who visit regularly in the summer. Inspired by his time spent with 

his own grandparents on their 100-acre property in the Catskills, Ed enjoys being an outdoor guide for 

his grandkids, introducing them to the ocean, river and pond via kayaks and boogie boards.

Thank you, Ed, for always bringing your positive, can-do attitude every Tuesday morning and beyond!

Many of you may be familiar with the story of the American chestnut -- 

once a fixture of the eastern hardwood forests, now relegated to stump 

sprouts and lone survivors after the introduction of a fungal blight in the 

early 20th century. Besides its tremendous ecological value as a member 

of the oak family, the American chestnut is woven into the fabric of 

North American civilization with its delicious nuts and versatile lumber. 

Ever since its eradication, people have been working hard to discover 

and proliferate a blight-resistant American chestnut.

In 2007, WLT teamed up with The American Chestnut Foundation 

(TACF) by planting an experimental breeding orchard at Dr. John 

Champlin Glacier Park. The orchard includes Chinese chestnuts, which 

have inherent resistance to the blight, offspring of a surviving American 

chestnut from Massachusetts, and F1 hybrids, which are a first-

generation cross between American and Chinese chestnuts. TACF’s goal 

is to create blight-resistant trees that preserve the genetic 

diversity of American chestnuts and 

to support the planting of disease-

resistant, diverse trees across the 

landscape.

In 2022, after great care from both 

WLT and TACF volunteers, the 

Glacier Park orchard finally matured 

enough that their blight resistance 

could be tested by intentionally 

inoculating the trees with the blight 

and measuring their response. This spring, after teaming up with the 

Ocean Community United Theatre to co-host a screening of TACF’s 

documentary film Clear Day Thunder, representatives from TACF and 

WLT cruised the Glacier orchard to review the result of inoculation. The 

blight took a toll on many trees, but a few 

individuals show significant resistance and will 

have their genetics further studied. 

As generations come to know the eastern 

forest without the chestnut, we risk forgetting 

what once was and still could be. This is why 

every chestnut planted is important. Not only 

does it increase chances for the species’ 

survival, but the act of planting also keeps the 

American chestnut alive in the hearts and 

minds of people. Last fall, a long-time steward 

of WLT lands collected seeds from the Glacier 

Park orchard and planted them. Will they 

survive the blight? Likely not. Will they keep 

hope alive for a species on the brink? 

Absolutely. 

THESE OLD WOODS: THE AMERICAN CHESTNUT
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YOUTH ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

This spring started off soggy, but that didn’t dampen our education experiences, figuratively 

anyway. Speaking literally, the students got soaked—and they loved every minute of it. Our 

educators doled out waders and raincoats and led the troops of K-4th graders through the 

ponds and streams at Wahaneeta and Grills Preserves. They took full advantage of the weather 

to find salamander eggs and tadpoles, uncommon treasures on drier days. It is a good reminder 

for us all that rain can bring as much joy as sunshine.

As the school year winds down, the field trips 

ramp up. We are excited to host elementary and 

middle school students in June. Expanding our 

curriculum to include older students is a goal of 

our recent strategic planning process. This year, 

students from Westerly Middle School and St. 

Michael School will visit Westerly Land Trust 

properties to learn the importance of 

environmental conservation.

Looking ahead to the summer, the Westerly 

Land Trust will continue our partnership with 

Westerly Public Schools at the Barlow Nature 

Preserve with a program called Farm Squad, 

where students will take full advantage of the 

two farms on this property to learn all about 

agriculture. We have been working diligently to 

rehabilitate the old canning cottage at Barlow 

and transform it into an education space. It was completely overhauled inside and out, and we 

hope the Farm Squad students will be able to make good use of it this summer. 

If you know a Westerly Public School K-4th grader who would like to be a part of the Farm 

Squad this summer, please visit westerlylandtrust.org.

CHAINSAW TRAINING

Chainsaws are necessary machinery for trail clearing and land stewardship but 

can be dangerous when used improperly. Not only is the tool itself hazardous, 

but the heft and positioning of the tree and limbs can pose additional threats. 

This past fall, thanks to a grant from the Rhode Island Foundation, a group of 

staff and volunteers underwent a rigorous two-day chainsaw safety and 

maintenance course, led by Bill Girard of Game of Logging. Through this 

course, each participant earned a Bucking and Limbing Certification.

At the root of our mission, the Westerly Land Trust has a responsibility to 

make our conserved properties safely accessible to our community, and this 

includes keeping our volunteers safe. Training sessions like this allow the Land 

Trust to invest in the people who spend their valuable time and energy 

stewarding the land, clearing trails, and forging new paths.

We are proud to report that the 

Westerly Land Trust has the 

largest volunteer force of any 

Rhode Island land trust. To get 

involved, please contact Land 

Stewardship Manager Marc 

Doherty at mdoherty@

westerlylandtrust.org.

WESTERLY LAND TRUST 

BIRDHOUSES

Our volunteers sure are an industrious bunch: they looked at a 

pile of wood scraps and thought What could we make? And 

with spring rapidly approaching, they proposed the first 

Westerly Land Trust birdhouse fundraiser, which brought in 

more than $1,800! The crew cranked out 100 hand-crafted 

birdhouses through an 

organized assembly line 

and for an added touch, 

branded each with the 

Westerly Land Trust logo. 

Now countless robins, 

doves, wrens, flickers 

and even screech-owls 

will have extra 

opportunities for shelter. 

Thank you to all who 

built and bought these 

avian dwellings. We like 

to think the birds will 

thank you, too!
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THANK YOU
2024 CORPORATE 

SPONSORS

PRESENTING SPONSOR

RIVER SPONSOR

EVERGREEN SPONSORS

EAGLE SPONSORS

HERON SPONSORS 

Brookside Electric

The Clarion Group

Dick’s World of Wines

Ginger’s Service Station

Miceli’s Furniture

Printing Plus

Professional Planning Group

Seaside Pharmacy

Urso, Liguori & Micklich

Valenti Family of Dealerships

Watch Hill Garage

BLUEBIRD SPONSORS
The Andrea Seaside Restaurant  

and Beach Bar
BarreCoast

Broadview Florist and Garden Center
Dunns Corners Market
Ed French and Son, Inc.

First Financial Advisory Services
The Hotel Maria

McQuade’s Ace Hardware
Napatree Capital

Premier Physical Therapy
Schilke Realty1. Dr. Lewis Pond  2. Grills Preserve  3. Dr. John Champlin Glacier Park  

4. Wahaneeta Preserve  5. Crandall Family Preserve  6. Winnapaug Farm Preserve

CAN YOU NAME THE WLT PROPERTY?
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3

4

5
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Scan the QR Code to the right for our full calendar.

Printed locally on recycled paper

Cover Photo by Erika Lebling

May 23 There are nearly 90 historic burial grounds in Westerly, five of which are on Westerly Land 
Trust properties. Join us at Winnapaug Farm Preserve where you’ll learn the interesting history of 
those who lived here before us. Plus, enjoy a fad from the past: a picnic at the cemetery! 

June 8 and September 28 
Deepen your connection with nature on a gentle and mindful walk through the woods, led by 
Certified Forest Therapy Guide Dr. Deirdre O’Connor. 

Mid to late June, depending on the blooms
We’ll keep an eye on the forecast, but it is up to Mother Nature to schedule this hike! Stay tuned…
we’ll let you know when and where we’ll gather for ultimate bloom-peeping hike.

June 13
The Westerly Land Trust is partnering with Second Serve Resale again, this time to refresh your closet 
just in time for summer. Join us at Barlow Nature Preserve to sip, snack and shop. Second Serve 
curates donated clothing collections to lower consumption of new clothing and promote the benefits 
of resale. 85% of your shopping proceeds will benefit the Westerly Land Trust’s conservation efforts.

SAVE THE DATE! Saturday, August 24
Reserve your seat at the longest table in Westerly to dine al fresco amongst friends and neighbors 
who have all gathered to celebrate local farmers, food producers and chefs. Details coming soon!

September 14 and October 26
Join the Westerly Track and Athletic club for their trail races at Wahaneeta Preserve (September 14) 
and Grills Preserve (October 26). For more information, please visit westerlytrackclub.org.

Historic Cemetery Tour

Forest Bathing  
(Wellness in the Woods)

Awesome Blossom Hike

Spring Sip & Shop with Second 
Serve

Farm Dinner,  
Winnapaug Farm Preserve

WTAC’s Trail Races

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED


